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Item #_4__
To: Lemoore City Council
From: David Wlaschin, Director of Public Works

Nanci Lima, City Clerk
Date: January 7, 2011
Subject: Tree Committee Duties and Options to Reassign

Discussion:

In 1986 the City’s Street Tree Committee was established to enhance, improve and
protect the planting of trees located in the City street right-of-way.  The duties and
responsibilities of the Street Tree Committee included the following:

“The Street Tree Committee shall act in an advisory capacity to the City Planning
Commission and City Council, and shall forward all findings and recommendations to
the Planning Commission and City Council, as appropriate.  Primary responsibilities of
the Committee shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

A. To advise the Planning Commission in the preparation and maintenance of the City’s
Master List of Trees, Shrubs and Groundcovers and the Comprehensive Street Tree
Plan.

B. To inventory and map the location, type, size and condition of existing street trees
along the Arterial street system as described by the Lemoore General Plan, in
accordance with priorities established by the Planning Commission and City Council.

C. To review official requests to the City for permits to remove trees within the rights-of-
way of public streets and alleys, and to recommend appropriate action to the City
Manager.

D. To review proposed actions by the Public Works Department to remove trees
deemed to be a pubic nuisance.

E. To undertake such related studies and recommendations as the City Council may
direct.”

In 1990 the Street Tree Committee proposed a name change for the Committee along
with a mission change.  At this time they included the ability to assist in the voluntary
participation of advising in the installation of trees on private property.  The Committee’s
name was then changed to the Tree Committee.

In 1996 the Council adopted a resolution which stated that the Tree Committee would
act in an advisory capacity to the City Council.  In addition the Tree Committee would
meet quarterly or as may be desired.



“In God We Trust”

The Committee currently meets on an as needed basis which is primarily when tree
removal requests are received or development is to occur.  Removal requests are made
due to a dead or diseased tree or because the tree roots are lifting the sidewalk or
damaging sewer, water and/or gas lines.

The abolishment of the Tree Committee would eliminate an additional committee to
review projects.  Duties could be left with either the former Street Division (General
Maintenance), the Planning Department as they are both involved with the landscaping,
or the Public Works Department, which issues other permits including encroachment
permits.  Initial development review responsibilities should remain with the Planning
Department or Commission as a part of the overall Site Plan and Landscape Plan
Review.

Should Council decide to eliminate the Tree Committee it will require a change to Title 7
(Ordinance No. 9111) of the City’s Municipal Code.

Recommendation:

Council discretion.


