DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDING OFFICER
NAVAL AIR STATION
700 AVENGER AVENUE
LEMOORE, CALIFORNIA §3246-6001 W PEPLY REFER TO:
11000
Ser N00/0444
14 Nov 2011

Honorable Willard Rodarmel
Mayor, City of Lemoore

119 Fox Street

Lemoore, CA 93245

Dear Mayor Rodarmel;

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the City Council
and City of Lemoore Planning Commission Staff report for
“Comprehensive Zoning Update - Review of Public Draft Part 27
dated November 4, 2011, and accompanying City of Lemoore Zoning
Development Codes dated October 31, 2011.

Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore applauds the City Council,
Planning Commission and citizen’s efforts in updating the Zoning
and Development codes to reflect the inclusion of Resolution
2011-39 which adopted most of the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS)
recommendations.

In support of the City’s efforts, comments in enclosure (1)
are submitted for your consideration. NAS Lemoore locks forward
to working with you, your staff and Lemoore residents on finding
solutions to overcome the following concerns:

1. Noise: Noise exposure is a fundamental issue in
land compatibility planning around military airfields. Thus in
2010, NAS Lemoore completed the Air Installations Compatible Use
Zones (AICUZ) report. Per the AICUZ, most of West Lemcore falls
within the 60dB and 65dB Community Noise Equivalent Levels
(CNEL) noise contours. Additionally, Appendix “E” of the
completed JLUS report indicates that within these contours
Single Event noise Levels (SEL) range from 92dB to 102dB. CNEL
and SEL are “A-Weighted” noise measurements which approximates
the way our ear hears. In relatively urban areas, residential
development and other sensitive land uses exposed to 65dB CNEL
is generally acceptable. However, for quieter settings such as
our community 65dB CNEL is deemed too high to be an appropriate
standard for land use compatibility planning. Instead, in more
rural areas, it is becoming increasingly common to use 60dB CNEL
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Noise contours as the threshold. Kings and Fresno County
General Plans and the Fresno County Air Port Land Use Plan
completed for the Fresno-Yosemite International Airport
recognize 60dB noise contours as the planning thresholds for
land use compatibility planning. Airports located in
Bakersfield, Stockton, and Sacramento CA, also use the 60dB
noise contours as their planning threshold.

2. Offensive Noise: Historically, conflict arises when
residents are subjected to high aircraft noise, particularly
when flight operations are conducted well past 10:00 PM, and
deep into the morning hours. NAS Lemoore has a pre-established
Ground Control Approach (GCA) Box bisecting the West Lemoore
area. The GCA box is approximately 3,000’ wide, is flown at an
minimum altitude of about 1,800’ Means Sea level, and supports
24 hour flight operations.

3. Exceeding Ambient Noise Levels: The 92dB to 102 dB
SEL sound levels registered in the vicinity of West Lemoore |
exceed the ambient noise level by more than 10dB, thus could be
considered offensive. This observation is supported by the
adopted May 2008 City of Lemoore Environmental Impact Reports
which indicated that, “23 percent of the population or over
7,000 people in the developed area will be highly annoyed.”

4. Mixed Use Centers Established at Bush street and
College Avenue: NAS Lemoore supports smart growth and
sustainable community concepts. However, we are concerned for
the health and safety to our aircrew and community. The high
dense community is located adjacent to an established low level
flight corridor.

5. NAS Lemoore Overlay Zones: This is a sound concept
and we look forward to partnering with the City to ensure
compatible development within . the overlay zones. However, per
the JLUS recommendations we are prepared to partner with the
City to engage in a follow on small area study to determine
compatible use beneath the GCA Box pattern.

Since the adoption of the City of Lemoore 2030 General Plan,
several compatible land use plans or studies have matured.
Additionally, the Department of Navy announced that three
additional FA-18 squadrons will relocate east coast to NAS
Lemoore. Also, NAS Lemocore is under consideration for basing
the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF-35). NAS Lemoore and the City of
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Lemoore enjoy a cordial and symbiotic relationship. Thus the
change in circumstance requires that during the General Plan
update we explore every option to ensure the plan will protect
the viability of both NAS Lemoore and the community well into
the future.

My staff and I appreciate your consideration. My point of
contact for this matter is Mr. Roman V. Benitez, who can be
reached at (559) 998-2939 or roman.benitez@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

oo
ERIC VENEMA

Enclosure {(1l}: Comments on proposed City of Lemoore Zoning
Updates

Copy to:

Ms. Holly Smyth
Planning Director
City of Lemoore
711 Cinnamon Drive
Lemoore, CA 93245
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