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September 20, 2011

The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor, State of California
State Capitol Building, 1st Floor
Sacramento, CA  95814
FAX# (916) 558-3177

RE: SB 469 (Vargas): Land Use: Superstores - Request for Veto

Dear Governor Brown:

The City of Lemoore regrets to inform you that the City strongly opposes SB 469 and respectfully request for
your veto of SB 469. Before a local land use decision is made, this bill requires that a costly and time-
consuming analysis be performed only by the narrow set of applicants which meet the bill’s “superstore”
criteria.

Discriminates Against “Superstores.” SB 469 requires “superstores” to submit to a 17-point economic impact
analysis, but does not require discount membership stores, department stores, grocery chains, shopping malls
and other large projects with similar impacts to submit to the same report. SB 469 attempts to mandate extensive
scrutiny of specific types of retailers. In doing so, the bill fundamentally undermines local land use authority.

Land Use Decisions are Not One Size Fits All.  City officials are best equipped to make local land use
decisions. While the decision to locate a large retailer can be controversial that decision should be reached by
local officials in response to their own issues and needs. Individual cities will surely make different decisions on
the value of “superstores” in their communities and those decisions must be respected.

Accountability Best Retained at Local Level. Local officials are held directly accountable for land use
decisions that affect the quality of life for their city’s residents. If we allow that State to dictate what types of
retailers will be allowed in our communities, we lose all power to improve our communities as our communities
see fit.

For these reasons the City of Lemoore respectfully requests your veto of SB 469. Thank you for your
consideration on the important issue.

Sincerely,

Willard J. Rodarmel, Mayor

cc:   Senator Michael Rubio
Assembly Member David Valadao
Senator Juan Vargas
Dan Carrigg, League of California Cities
Hilary Baird, Regional Representative, League of California Cities
Steve Samuelian, California Consulting


