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Subject: Support for Homebasing the F-35C at Naval Air Station Lemoore
Discussion

The U.S. Navy has completed a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) evaluating
two locations to homebase the new F-35C Joint Strike Fighter — Naval Air Station (NAS)
Lemoore and Naval Air Facility (NAF) ElI Centro. The EIS specifies that NAS Lemoore
is the preferred site. However, a final basing decision has not been established.

Over the next several years, the Navy will phase out the FA-18 Hornets. The
recommendation is to replace the Hornets stationed at NAS Lemoore with the F-35C
beginning in 2015. If homebasing occurs elsewhere, there would be no replacements
for the Hornets and the population at NAS Lemoore would begin to decrease. Because
the Navy has such an economic impact on our area, a reduction in the size of the Base
could be detrimental to our local economy.

Previously, the Navy sought comments on its Environmental Assessment (EA) for this
same project and on February 15, 2011, Council approved a letter in support of locating
the new aircraft in Lemoore. Staff also enlisted support from the surrounding cities,
counties, elected officials and the Chamber. In total, 15 of the entities staff contacted
submitted written comments supporting homebasing the F-35C at NAS Lemoore.

On March 19, 2013, the Navy held a Public Meeting in Lemoore and one was held in El
Centro on March 21, 2013. Navy representatives were present during both meetings to
answer guestions regarding the project and to receive comments from the public. The
commenting period will remain open until April 22, 2013, at which point, a Final EIS will
be prepared. Upon completion of the document, its availability will be Noticed and a
30-day waiting period will ensue. A Record of Decision is expected by the end of 2013.

Since a final decision has yet to be made, submitting additional favorable comments is
essential. A coalition called Imperial Valley United for Joint Strike Fighter is making a
final push to persuade the Navy to homebase the jets in El Centro. Due to the
importance of NAS Lemoore in our community, a draft letter expressing Council’s
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continued support of the F-35C Joint Strike Fighter being homebased in Lemoore has
been prepared and is attached for your consideration. Staff will once again reach out to
the surrounding communities enlisting their support. Members of the public are also
encouraged to provide comments, and may do so electronically by logging onto the
Navy’s website for this project at www.navyf35cwestcoasteis.com and selecting the
“‘Comments” tab or by mailing comments to the address listed in the “Public
Involvement” tab. All correspondence must be submitted by April 22, 2013.

Budget Impact

None.

Recommendation

That Council voices their continued support for homebasing the F-35C Joint Strike
Fighter at NAS Lemoore by authorizing the Mayor to sign and submit the attached letter
to the U.S. Navy EIS Project Manager.
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