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April 2, 2013

U.S. Navy F-35C EIS Project Manager

Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Southwest, Attn: Code EV21.AK
1220 Pacific Highway, Bldg. 1, 5" Floor

San Diego, CA 92132

Subject: Support for Homebasing the F-35C at Naval Air Station Lemoore
To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Lemoore City Council, | am writing to express our unwavering
continued support for Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore and for homebasing the F-35C
Joint Strike Fighter at the Lemoore facility. We are extremely pleased that the Navy’s Draft
Environmental Impact Statement is recommending Lemoore as the preferred location to
homebase the new aircraft. The community of Lemoore has enjoyed a mutually beneficial
relationship with NAS Lemoore since 1961 when the Base was first commissioned, and we
fully support its continued operation. My fellow City Council Members and | want to
formally communicate the views of our constituents — the residents of Lemoore — as
favoring the Navy’s decision to locate the F-35C Joint Strike Fighter at NAS Lemoore.

NAS Lemoore is highly respected and honored. We recognize the importance of the
military in our great Nation, and we applaud the families that commit their lives to defending
our freedom. Many military families based at NAS Lemoore call Lemoore home and they
are an integral part of our community. We have developed strong personal relationships
with them and we are proud to call them our friends.

| would be remiss if | did not point out the financial impact NAS Lemoore has on our
community. It is a major economic engine for our local economy. According to a 2009
Economic Impact Assessment, NAS Lemoore contributed $654 million to the economy in
Kings and Fresno counties. It produced over $729 million in federal, state and local tax
revenue, labor income, and industrial output, and it generated over 13,000 jobs in Lemoore
and the surrounding area. The continued success of NAS Lemoore is of great concern to
us as the financial benefit it brings to our area is substantial and needed.
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We stand firm in our commitment to support NAS Lemoore — the premier West Coast
Naval Master Jet Base. Therefore, my fellow Council Members and | support the Navy’s
recommendation to homebase the F-35C Joint Strike Fighter at NAS Lemoore.

Sincerely,

William M. Siegel Jr.
Mayor

CC: Rear Admiral Dixon Smith, Commander, Navy Region Southwest
Captain Erik Venema, Commanding Officer, NAS Lemoore
Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Representative David G. Valadao
John Lehn, Kings County EDC
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