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Staff Report 

 SS ITEM NO. 4 
To: Lemoore City Council  

From: Steve Rossi, Commander  

Date: May 30, 2013  

Subject: Illegal Fireworks Enforcement 2013  

 
Discussion: 
 
With the Fourth of July approaching, Council Member Gordon requested information regarding 
illegal fireworks enforcement. Every year around the Fourth of July, Lemoore police officers and 
Lemoore volunteer firefighters respond to numerous calls regarding the use of illegal fireworks. 
This can include fireworks that are illegal and also legal fireworks that have been modified, 
which makes them illegal. The types of calls include the possession of illegal fireworks, fires 
(vegetation and structure fires), and calls of shots being fired. From July 3-5, 2012, Lemoore 
dispatch received a total of 39 calls regarding fireworks, shots fired, and fires.  
 
Illegal fireworks present an obvious public safety concern and take emergency personnel away 
from other patrol and/or enforcement duties. If the council chooses to, the police and fire 
departments can utilize the media to provide information to the public regarding illegal fireworks. 
The police and fire departments can also provide extra enforcement on the night of July 4, 2013. 
L.V.F.D. Chief Gibson said he can have four fire trucks on patrol and the police department can 
provide two officers on overtime dedicated to illegal fireworks enforcement. The police 
department's current overtime budget can accommodate two officers for illegal fireworks 
enforcement. 
 
 
Budget Impact: 
 
None 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the City Council discusses illegal fireworks and what, if any, additional measures they 
would like the police and/or fire department to take regarding education and enforcement. 
 
 
 
 


