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Facts	
  about	
  AB	
  667	
  
AB	
  667	
  by	
  Assemblymember	
  Roger	
  Hernandez	
  (D	
  –	
  West	
  Covina)	
  creates	
  another	
  layer	
  of	
  bureaucracy	
  for	
  
local	
  governments	
  by	
  requiring	
  large-­‐scale	
  retail	
  projects	
  to	
  obtain	
  another	
  economic	
  impact	
  and	
  
community	
  impact	
  report	
  before	
  receiving	
  approval.	
  These	
  reports	
  go	
  above	
  and	
  beyond	
  what	
  is	
  already	
  
required	
  by	
  state	
  law,	
  which	
  currently	
  provides	
  for	
  extensive	
  public	
  input	
  and	
  local	
  decision-­‐making.	
  This	
  
poorly	
  crafted	
  legislation	
  has	
  the	
  potential	
  to	
  create	
  significant	
  delays	
  in	
  the	
  local	
  planning	
  and	
  approval	
  
process,	
  tying	
  up	
  local	
  government	
  resources	
  and	
  delaying	
  job	
  creation.	
  What’s	
  worse,	
  the	
  bill	
  specifically	
  
targets	
  economic	
  development	
  areas	
  such	
  as	
  enterprise	
  and	
  manufacturing	
  zones	
  –	
  some	
  of	
  California’s	
  
hardest	
  hit	
  communities	
  that	
  are	
  already	
  struggling	
  to	
  stay	
  afloat.	
  The	
  state	
  designated	
  such	
  zones	
  to	
  
encourage	
  business	
  expansion	
  and	
  create	
  jobs	
  in	
  regions	
  that	
  need	
  them	
  most.	
  
 
Governor	
  Jerry	
  Brown	
  vetoed	
  a	
  similar	
  bill	
  in	
  2011	
  
A	
  2011	
  version	
  of	
  this	
  bill	
  was	
  strongly	
  opposed	
  by	
  a	
  broad-­‐based	
  coalition	
  of	
  leaders	
  throughout	
  California,	
  
including	
  local	
  officials,	
  business	
  organizations,	
  foods	
  banks,	
  tax	
  organizations,	
  ethnic	
  organizations,	
  and	
  
agricultural	
  groups.	
  Governor	
  Jerry	
  Brown	
  vetoed	
  the	
  2011	
  version	
  of	
  this	
  bill	
  noting	
  that,	
  “This	
  bill	
  would	
  
add	
  yet	
  another	
  layer	
  of	
  review	
  to	
  an	
  already	
  cumbersome	
  process.”	
  
	
  
How	
  AB	
  667	
  Impacts	
  California:	
  	
  
• Creates	
  unnecessary	
  business	
  regulation:	
  AB	
  667	
  will	
  only	
  add	
  to	
  the	
  already-­‐burdensome	
  regulatory	
  

process,	
  making	
  it	
  even	
  more	
  difficult	
  to	
  create	
  jobs	
  in	
  California	
  communities.	
  
• Threatens	
  local	
  job	
  creation	
  and	
  economic	
  opportunity	
  in	
  California’s	
  hardest-­‐hit	
  communities:	
  The	
  

bill	
  has	
  the	
  potential	
  to	
  kill	
  thousands	
  of	
  new	
  retail	
  and	
  construction	
  jobs	
  in	
  California,	
  ultimately	
  
stifling	
  new	
  growth	
  by	
  adding	
  unnecessary	
  red	
  tape.	
  	
  Further	
  the	
  bill	
  specifically	
  impacts	
  communities	
  
that	
  need	
  the	
  most	
  help	
  including	
  economic	
  development	
  areas	
  such	
  as	
  enterprise	
  and	
  manufacturing	
  
zones.	
  	
  

• Harms	
  underserved	
  communities:	
  California	
  already	
  has	
  too	
  many	
  underserved	
  communities	
  that	
  are	
  
in	
  desperate	
  need	
  of	
  new	
  job	
  opportunities	
  and	
  have	
  limited	
  access	
  to	
  fresh	
  and	
  healthy	
  foods.	
  Local	
  
consumers	
  should	
  make	
  the	
  decision	
  about	
  which	
  stores	
  they	
  want	
  in	
  their	
  communities,	
  not	
  state	
  
politicians.	
  

• Wastes	
  local	
  government	
  resources:	
  Local	
  officials	
  already	
  have	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  require	
  additional	
  
reports,	
  if	
  necessary.	
  This	
  bill	
  has	
  the	
  potential	
  to	
  create	
  significant	
  delays	
  in	
  the	
  local	
  planning	
  and	
  
approval	
  process,	
  potentially	
  tying	
  up	
  local	
  government	
  resources	
  and	
  delaying	
  new	
  store	
  
opportunities.	
  

 
Coalition	
  Opposing	
  AB	
  667	
  
Local	
  leaders,	
  community	
  officials,	
  business	
  organizations,	
  food	
  banks,	
  tax	
  organizations,	
  ethnic	
  
organizations	
  and	
  agricultural	
  groups	
  are	
  among	
  those	
  who	
  oppose	
  the	
  bill	
  (a	
  
detailed	
  list	
  is	
  attached).	
  	
  

“While	
   I	
   recognize	
   that	
   the	
   merits	
   of	
   large-­‐scale	
   projects	
   need	
   to	
   be	
   carefully	
   considered,	
  
plenty	
   of	
   laws	
   are	
   already	
   on	
   the	
   books	
   that	
   enable	
   and	
   in	
   some	
   cases	
   require	
   cities	
   and	
  
counties	
  to	
  carefully	
  assess	
  whether	
  these	
  projects	
  are	
  in	
  a	
  community’s	
  best	
  interests.	
  This	
  bill	
  
would	
  add	
  yet	
  another	
  layer	
  of	
  review	
  to	
  an	
  already	
  cumbersome	
  process.”	
  

	
  -­‐	
  Governor	
  Jerry	
  Brown	
  stated	
  when	
  he	
  vetoed	
  the	
  2011	
  version	
  of	
  this	
  bill,	
  10/9/11	
  


