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Staff Report 

 ITEM 3-1 
To: Lemoore City Council  

From: Joe Simonson, Parks and Recreation Director 

Date: August 14, 2014  

Subject: Proposed Crosswalk Removal at Bush and Follett and Bush and 
Hamlet 

 

 
Discussion: 
Attached is an abridged version of a 114 page report that studied the safety effects of 
marked versus unmarked crosswalks at uncontrolled locations.  This report states that 
pedestrians have a right to cross roads safely, and planners and engineers have a 
professional responsibility to plan, design and install safe and convenient crossing 
facilities.  It goes on to state that providing marked crosswalks traditionally has been 
one measure used in an attempt to facilitate crossing.  Such crosswalks commonly are 
used at uncontrolled locations (i.e., sites not controlled by a traffic signal or stop sign) 
and sometimes at midblock locations.  However, there have been conflicting studies 
and much controversy regarding the safety effects of marked crosswalks.   
 
Staff has researched putting marked crosswalks at an uncontrolled location and has 
determined it is not advised. (Please refer again to the attached U.S. Department of 
Transportation Report).  Staff has also discussed the situation with Lemoore Police 
Chief Darrell Smith who feels that allowing cars to park on both sides of Bush blocks the 
view of oncoming traffic and creates a hazard for pedestrians entering the crosswalk. 
Chief Smith also stated and staff agrees, that the narrowness of Bush Street does not 
allow for any median to be installed to make it safer for pedestrians to cross.  The 
engineer’s report from Quad Knopf (see attached) agrees with Chief Smith and goes on 
to state that there have been five reported collisions at the intersections since January 
of 2003.  The report also thinks these crosswalks give pedestrians a false sense of 
security, which staff agrees with. 
 
There is a crosswalk one block down at the corner of 18th Avenue and Bush in a 
controlled location with stop lights.  There is also a crosswalk at Bush and Hill Street 
across from Lemoore Elementary School which is controlled by crossing guards in the 
mornings and afternoons in order for children to cross safely.  Because these locations 
are controlled, they are a much safer alternative for pedestrians to cross. 
 
The origin of these crosswalks were for parishioners of St. Peter’s Church during 
service time.  St. Peter’s has since moved to a new location on 18th Avenue.     
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Budget Impact: 
None. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council, by motion, approve the recommendation of staff and the city engineer to 
eliminate the crosswalks at Bush and Follett and Bush and Hamlet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


































