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Date: January 15, 2014  

Subject: Planning Update  
 

 

 
Discussion 
 
In May 2013, Council approved the elimination of the City’s Planning Department, which 
followed with a reorganization of how the planning services are performed.  City staff 
members from other departments were assigned to assist in performing the day-to-day 
planning activities, and on June 4, 2013, the City approved a contract with Quad Knopf 
to provide the more technical planning services for the 2013-2014 fiscal year.  The 
contract names Quad Knopf the City Planner and allows for up to $100,000 for general 
planning services.  Council also wanted the Zoning Ordinance updated to correct 
omissions from the 2012 Zoning Update and to make changes to streamline the 
permitting process.  The contract with Quad Knopf included up to $30,000 to update the 
Zoning Ordinance.  Staff was directed to provide a quarterly update to Council listing the 
planning activities performed and the cost to provide those services.   
 
The table below identifies the amount expended from May 1, 2013 for the services of 
the City Planner to perform the Zoning Ordinance revisions and the cost for the 
technical planning services.  The table is separated into groups to show the amount 
spent prior to the execution of the contract, and it is further divided to show the amounts 
expended in Fiscal Year 2012-2013 and Fiscal Year 2013-2014.   
    
 Quad Knopf Services Expenditures Total 

 
Zoning Ordinance Revisions  
     June 2013 (FY 12/13)  $  2,288  
     July-December 2013 (FY 13/14) 27,710 $29,998 
 
Technical Planning Services – May 2013 $  4,432 $  4,432 
(Not included in contract total - prior to contract approval date) 
 
Technical Planning Services 
     June 2013 (FY 12/13)  $  4,683  
     July-December 2013 (FY 13/14) 23,119 $27,802 
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The cost to provide Technical Planning Services has remained relatively low at 
approximately $4,000 per month.  However, that amount could increase significantly if 
development in Lemoore increases. 
 
In addition to the amount expended in Fiscal Year 2013-2014 for the services of the City 
Planner listed above, other expenditures that were previously reported to the Planning 
Department, which are now included in the Public Works Department mid-year budget 
adjustment include the following proposed amounts: 
 

Miscellaneous Planning Expenditures Proposed Total 
      
     Operating Supplies $  1,200 
     Printing & Publications 1,000 
     Utilities 1,200 
     Training (Planning Institute for Commissioners)  10,000 
     Rentals & Leases 2,600 $16,000 
 

As shown above, the cost to update the Zoning Ordinance, which was approved on 
January 7, 2013 and will become effective on February 6, 2013, came in at $29,998; 
just below the $30,000 that was budgeted.  The amount paid to Quad Knopf since May 
1, 2013 for technical planning services is $27,802; well under the $100,000 contract 
amount.  The $16,000 listed above is an estimate of miscellaneous expenditures for 
Fiscal Year 2013-2014. 
 
The following table indicates the number and type of planning applications received and 
processed since May 1, 2013: 
 

 Received Processed 
Administrative Site Plan Review 2 2 
Assigned Addresses 30 30 
Conditional Use Permit 0 0 
General Plan Amendment 1 1 
Home Occupations 12 12 
Large Daycare 1 1 
Lot Line Adjustment 1 1 
Major Site Plan Review 1 1 
Minor Deviation 2 2 
Planned Unit Development 1 1 
Plot Plan Review 76 69 
Preliminary Site Plan Review 2 2 
Sign Approval 10 9 
Temporary Use Permit 2 2 
Tentative Subdivision Map 1 1 
Zone Change 1 1 
 

As you can see, aside from Plot Plan approvals, there have not been a significant 
number of applications submitted over the last eight months.  However, in addition to 
processing applications, staff also assists the public by answering their questions 
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regarding permitted uses on properties, public records requests, setbacks, conditions of 
approval, placement of accessory structures (e.g. carports, out-buildings, pools, patios, 
awnings, potential signage, etc.), and other planning related inquiries.  The turnaround 
time in answering these questions is typically one to two business days.   
 
As you know, prior to outsourcing the technical planning services to Quad Knopf and 
reorganizing the internal operations, many negative comments had been received from 
the development community regarding how cumbersome and costly it was to get their 
applications processed; however, that has changed.  Staff continually strives to provide 
high quality, prompt customer service to all who contact the City whether it be in person, 
by phone or through email.  Staff continues to function based on the motto, “Why not?”   
 
Budget Impact 
None. 
 
Recommendation 
Accept the progress report and direct staff to continue reporting to Council quarterly.   


