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       Kings County Tobacco-Free Partnership        
Creating a Tobacco-Free Kings County 

 
 
Bringing the Community Together 
 
Almost everyone in our community has been affected or has seen the effects of tobacco on  
a family member, friend or co‐worker. Tobacco kills more Americans than AIDS, alcohol, 
car accidents, murders, suicide, illegal drugs and fires combined.  By working together, we  
can combine our efforts to reduce the impact of tobacco in Kings County.  The Kings County  
Tobacco‐Free Partnership is committed to promoting a tobacco‐free environment through  
prevention, education, encouragement of public policy, and broad‐based community 
support for tobacco prevention activities. 
 

History 
Since 1991, when it was called the Healthier Kings Coalition, the community coalition has worked to bring together a diverse group of concerned community 
members to enhance the welfare of residents by reducing exposure to secondhand smoke, countering tobacco’s influence in the community, reducing youth access 
to tobacco and providing quit smoking classes. The coalition and program are funded by Proposition 99, the Tobacco Tax Initiative of 1988, through a grant from 
the California Department of Health Services.
 

             Work Plan  2010-2013 Objectives  
 Smoke‐Free Policies Multi‐Unit Housing  
 The Kings County Tobacco‐Free 

Partnership will increase in membership 
diversity 

 Implement data collection related to the 
statewide Retail Environment 
Campaign of all tobacco retail stores 
within Kings County, including but not 
limited to questions on price, flavors, 
discounts/promotions, and storefront 
advertising.         

 
              Coalition Members 

Our membership includes:   
California Health Collaborative, CalViva 
Health Net,  Champions Recovery 
Alternatives, Corcoran Family YMCA,                          
Kings County Behavioral Health Services, 
Kings County Office of Education, Kings 
Partnership for Prevention, Law 
Enforcement, and many other 
organizations and individuals                 
 

 

     
 Getting Involved: Benefits of Membership 
●  Networking opportunities with others in the 
community supporting prevention  
● Facilitating and coordinating healthy lifestyles 
activities and events 
● Opportunities to participate and advocate for 
issues of importance to the community    
● Increasing the efficiency & effectiveness of 
countywide service delivery in tobacco 
education

                  

                 For More information      
       16.9% of Kings County                                              Kings County Tobacco Control Program                            Tobacco is the leading cause of  
    Adult still use some form of tobacco                  (559) 584‐1411                                     preventable death in the United States 

 
We Need You! 

 
Where do you fit in? The Kings County Tobacco‐Free Partnership is always in need of 
assistance.  Members  are responsible for perpetuating the coalition and for fulfilling the 
purpose and objectives of our grant including: overseeing all activities carried out in the 
name of the coalition; attending regular meetings and trainings; participating in 

community events; providing support of local community initiatives. 
 

If you would like to help us work toward a tobacco‐free generation, please contact us 
today at (559) 584‐1411. 



Kings County Tobacco 
Control Program

Carmen Gutierrez, Health Educator B.S.



Prop 99

 California Tobacco Health Protection Act 
of 1988

 .25 ¢ per pack of cigarettes and other 
tobacco products

 Support tobacco-related research

 Fund educational programs



New Surgeon General Report

 480,000 premature deaths from smoking and 
exposure to secondhand smoke annually in U.S.

 $96 Billion in health care costs in CA annually

 *Kings County Adult smoking rate 16.9%

 *KC Youth rate 14.2%



Surgeon General Report

 Tremendous progress 50 years after the 
landmark 1964 Surgeon General’s 
report: Smoking and Health

 Adult smoking rates have fallen from 
43% to 18% today



Secondhand Smoke

 Previously linked to Cancer, Heart 
Disease, Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome, and Asthma

 New report now show Strokes as well

 Questions now of Third Hand Smoke 
and Electronic Cigarettes 



Youth Uptake

 5.6 million kids who are alive today will die 
early unless we take immediate action.

 Our program educates and plans youth 
activities such as meeting with legislatures, 
a visit to the capitol, cigarette butt clean ups 
and presentations to city counsel and 
county counsel as well.



Cessation

 Our program offers quit smoking kits and 
information to all residents of Kings County



 2014 Program Objectives

 Smoke-free Multi-unit Housing Policies

 Kings County Tobacco Free Partnership

 Retail Environment Campaign



Invitation to our Coalition!!!

 Kings County Tobacco Free Partnership 
would like to invite you to join the 
coalition.  

 Meetings are held quarterly in February, 
May, August, and November


