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Staff Report 

 ITEM NO. SS-1 
To: Lemoore City Council  

From: Steve Brandt, City Planner  

Date: September 10, 2014 Meeting Date: September 16, 2014 
Subject: Public Benefit Assessment - Public Outreach and Study Session 

 
Discussion: 
 
At the July 1, 2014, Council Study Session the City Council reviewed the idea of 
creating a Benefit Assessment District on the properties in the City of Lemoore to fund 
future improvements to the Lemoore Municipal Golf Course.  Quad Knopf presented a 
scope of work that would provide the technical documents and requirements to follow 
the process for creating new Benefit Assessment Districts under Proposition 218.  
Previous discussions by the Council over the past year have detailed the financial 
difficulties with the Golf Course and the desire to pursue solutions such as a Benefit 
Assessment District to keep the Course financially viable. 
 
Benefit Assessment Districts must be approved by over 50% of the returned ballots of 
the property owners who would be assessed.  Voting would occur by mailed ballot to 
the property owners listed on the County assessment rolls. 
 
Before the ballots are mailed, an engineer’s report must be prepared that specifically 
identifies the projects that the assessment will fund and their estimated cost.  The total 
estimated cost is divided by the number of parcels that would be assessed to determine 
the amount of the yearly assessment.  The assessment would be set up to expire after 
a certain number of years. 
 
State law states that only new improvements that currently do not have a funding 
source can be funded by Benefit Assessment Districts.  The revenue from the 
Assessment District cannot be used to replace a funding source that is already in place.  
It must also be shown in the Engineer’s Report that the projects funded by the 
Assessment would provide a special benefit to the property owners that they are not 
already enjoying. 
 
As has been stated in previous discussions, Benefit Assessment Districts that have 
been proposed in the Central Valley by various local government entities have had only 
a 20% success rate.  Therefore, there should be some indication of a successful 
outcome of the vote by the property owners before the process is started.  This is the 
reason for this public outreach study session.  To be successful there should be 



advocates in the community (outside of the City Council or City staff) that will speak in 
favor of the Assessment to generate a groundswell of public support. 
 
The purpose of this study session is to listen to ideas from the public and see what 
might be used to generate the public support needed for the proposed Assessment to 
garner over 50% of the vote in the mailed ballots.   
 
For example, it has been proposed that adding other improvements such as a 
community pool to the list of improvements could generate broader community support.  
Conversely, it has been suggested that keeping the improvements to the golf course 
only would keep the total costs (and the assessment) as low as possible.  The public 
may have other ideas as well. 
 
A notice inviting people to this meeting was included in the August water bill mailed to 
property owners.  The notice also provided a phone number and email address for 
people to express their views about the proposed assessment.   As of this writing, about 
30 responses have been received.  Most of the responses indicated that they would not 
support a Benefit Assessment District, while some thought it was a good idea to pursue. 
 
Budget Impact: 
 
The estimated cost of the technical work for the Proposition 218 process is $22,000.  
There will be additional costs to print mail ballots and return envelopes, as well as any 
costs for additional public outreach. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council invite the public to speak on their ideas, 
thoughts, and opinions regarding the City of Lemoore’s consideration of pursuing a 
Benefit Assessment District to support future improvements to the Lemoore Golf Course 
and possibly other recreation facilities. 
 
After public comment and discussion, Staff further recommends that the Council then 
direct staff on how to proceed with the process of the Benefit Assessment District.  
Options include:  

1) Formally begin the Proposition 218 procedures to establishment a Benefit 
Assessment District for golf course improvements only; 

2) Formally begin the Proposition 218 procedures to establishment a Benefit 
Assessment District for golf course improvements as well as other 
specified improvements; or  

3) Direct staff to abandon or table the pursuit of a Benefit Assessment District.  If 
the process is started, the Council can also provide direction about the 
type and amount of public outreach to accompany the process. 

 



Date Last Name First Name Favor/Not Favor

9/2/2014 Nelson Cathy

Not in favor - retired, Longtime resident of 

Lemoore.  Does not want to waste money on 

something they have no use for.

9/2/2014 Fabry Betty Not in favor.

9/3/2014 Fernandez Doris

Not in favor - Former golfer, the golf course in 

good condition there is nothing to add to it. 

Does not support a city pool.

9/3/2014 Wright Andy Not in favor.

9/4/2014 Britts Haven

Not in favor - Retired, longtime resident of 

Lemoore.

9/5/2014 Regalado Maria

Not in favor - Senior citizens, fixed income, if 

anything, there should be a tax break for 

senior citizens.

9/8/2014 Kurtz Clinton

Not in favor - Lived in Lemoore for 44 years.  

Bad time for special assessment in light of the 

drought and tight money.  Wonders what is 

wrong with the Lemoore High School pool that 

would warrant the proposal of a new pool 

being built.

9/9/2014 Humbarter

Phillip (Phil's 

Locksmith)

Not in favor - Is a golfer but states his vote is 

"A Hard No".  People in Lemoore are already 

paying a lot in property taxes with all the 

bonds out, making it harder on people with 

fixed income.  If it comes down to food or golf, 

its going to be food.

9/9/2014 Stitch Nikki

In favor - A good idea to have a pool because 

does not have one.

9/9/2014 Novasca Clara

Not in favor - It is not the right time to be 

building a pool in light of the water crisis and 

the sour economy.  Use what money we have 

to fix what is currently wrong with the City 

9/9/2014 Novasca Rogelio Not in favor.

9/12/2014 Palomo Ida

Not in favor - Can't afford own pool, don’t 

want to pay for someone else's.
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