
“In God We Trust” 

 

 
Discussion: 
 
A copy of the Grand Jury report concerning Kings County Animal Control is attached for your 
review.  In keeping with Penal Code Section 933 (c), the governing body of the public agency 
shall comment to the presiding judge of the Superior Court on the findings and 
recommendations. 
 
Also attached is a response to the findings and recommendations respectfully submitted for 
your approval. 
 
 
Budget Impact: 
 
No budget impact at this time. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Lemoore City Council, by motion, approve the response to the Grand Jury and 
authorize the Mayor to sign. 
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April 2, 2015 
 
 
 
Honorable Thomas DeSantos 
Kings County Superior Court 
1426 South Drive 
Hanford, CA 93230 
 
Dear Judge DeSantos: 
 
The City of Lemoore has received the Grand Jury Report titled “Kings County Animal 
Control.”  As requested, we are providing the following comments to the recommendations 
contained in the report. 
 
Finding 12: 
 
The Grand Jury found that Lemoore charges $15 for a one-year license for a spayed or 
neutered dog and $25 for a non-spayed or unneutered dog.  This does not comply with CGC 
§38792(b)26 and Cal. FAC §30804.527. 
 
Recommendation 12: 
 
Comply with CGC §38792(b) and Cal. FAC §30804.5. 
 
Lemoore Police Chief Comments: 
 
The Lemoore Police Department will soon present to City Council for approval a change to 
our current ordinance which will require mandatory spay and neutering for all dog permits 
issued by the City with the exception of those pet owners who are requesting a breeder 
permit.  The fee for a spayed or neutered dog will be set at $15 for a one-year license.  These 
changes to the ordinance will comply with CGC §38972(b) and Cal. FAC §30804.5. 
 
City Comments: 
 
The City concurs with the Lemoore Police Chief. 
 
Finding 13: 
 
The Grand Jury found that Lemoore does not accept credit or debit cards. 
 



Recommendation 13: 
 
Lemoore should investigate the implementation and acceptance of debit and/or credit cards to 
make the programs more user friendly for the public.  This would also reduce the need to 
keep cash at the Shelter and make the process safer for the staff and public.  This method of 
payment is allowed by Cal. FAC §3125528 if the City Council would authorize it.  A 
surcharge may be imposed to cover the rate of discount that the credit or debit card issuer 
debits the local agency. 
 
City Comments: 
 
The City of Lemoore will be investigating in the future an upgrade to our current finance 
computer programming system and the upgrade has the ability to accept debit and/or credit 
cards. 
 
Finding 14: 
 
The Grand Jury found that Lemoore reports that they do not fine the owner of any unaltered 
animal impounded by animal control and has not been spayed or neutered.  This does not 
comply with Cal. FAC §30804.729. 
 
Recommendation 14: 
 
Comply with California Food and Agriculture Code §30804.7. 
 
Lemoore Police Chief Comments: 
 
Section 30804.7 (Food and Agriculture) provides in subdivision (b) that an animal control 
officer or peace officer "…. may write citations with a civil penalty in an amount 
corresponding to the violation as provided in subdivision (a)"[emphasis added]. 
 
Subdivision (a) provides that civil fines "shall" be required for any citation issued in the 
amount of $35, $50 or $100 depending on the level of occurrence. 
 
This recommendation will be addressed in the aforementioned proposed changes to our 
animal control ordinance and should Lemoore Animal Control Officers, or any Lemoore 
Peace Officer issue a civil citation, the civil fines will be imposed pursuant to section 
30804.7 of the California Food and Agriculture Code.   
 
City Comments: 
 
The City concurs with the Lemoore Police Chief. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lois Wynne 
Mayor 






















































