
“In God We Trust” 

 

 
Discussion: 
A copy of the Grand Jury report concerning City of Lemoore Fire Hydrants is attached for your 
review.  In keeping with Penal Code Section 933 (c), the governing body of the public agency 
shall comment to the presiding judge of the Superior Court on the findings and 
recommendations. 
 
Also, attached for your approval, is a response to the findings and recommendations. 
 
 
Budget Impact: 
No budget impact at this time. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Lemoore City Council, by motion, approve the response to the Grand Jury and 
authorize the City Manager to sign. 
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Staff Report 

 ITEM NO. 2-4 
To: Lemoore City Council  

From: Andrea Welsh, City Manager  

Date: July 27, 2015 Meeting Date: August 4, 2015 

Subject: Grand Jury Response – City of Lemoore Fire Hydrants  
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July 31, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Thomas DeSantos 
Presiding Judge 
Kings County Superior Court 
1426 South Drive 
Hanford, California  93230 
 
Re: Responses to 2014-2015 Grand Jury Final Report 

City of Lemoore Fire Hydrants 
 
Dear Judge DeSantos: 
 
In accordance with Penal Code section 933 and 933.05, the Lemoore City Council has 
approved the attached responses to the 2014-2015 Grand jury Report regarding City of 
Lemoore Fire Hydrants. 
 
On behalf of the City of Lemoore, we would like to express our appreciation to the Grand 
Jury for its hard work in investigating a report of defective fire hydrants within the City 
of Lemoore. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Andrea Welsh 
City Manager 
 
Cc:   City Council 
 City Attorney 
 City Clerk 



City of Lemoore’s Responses to Findings and Recommendations of 
2014-2015 Grand Jury Report on City of Lemoore Fire Hydrants 

 
 

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Finding 1: According to fire personnel on the scene, the delay in water supply did not 

affect the outcome of the fire. 
 
 The City agrees with this Finding. 
 
Recommendation 1: None 
 
 The City has no comments regarding this Recommendation. 
 
Finding 2: The hydrant information is listed on a white board only in the garage of 

Lemoore Volunteer Fire Department’s Station 1.  Adjustments are being 
made to correct this problem. 

 
 The City agrees with this Finding. 
 
Recommendation 2: Pertinent hydrant information should also be recorded on the 

electronic tablets carried on each engine.  This information should be 
recorded at Lemoore Stations 1 and 2 as well as Kings County Stations 5 
and 7.  Hanford/Lemoore Dispatch and Kings County Fire Dispatch 
should relay hydrant information to responding engines.  Each Kings 
County Station should confirm hydrant information at the morning roll 
call with dispatch or as soon as possible. 

 
 This recommendation will be implemented as applicable to the City of 

Lemoore and its fire stations.  The City currently is in the process of 
including hydrant information on the electronic tablets which are to be 
carried on each of the City’s fire engines.  The City also will be insuring 
that fire hydrant information is also readily accessible at all times on a 
white board, printed document or other written media as well as 
electronically at the Lemoore Fire Stations.  The City will make 
available current fire hydrant information to Kings County Fire Stations 
and further suggests that it be included in the Emergency Response Plan 
for the City and County.  The City of Lemoore is more than willing to 
share fire hydrant information with Kings County Fire and the 
procedural methodology for doing so is currently being confirmed. 

 
Finding 3: Hydrant flushing and inspection has waned due to drought conditions. 
 
 The City agrees with this Finding.   
 



Recommendation 3: If hydrants are unable to be inspected without releasing large 
amounts of water, the City of Lemoore should look into ways of recycling 
the water released from the hydrants.  Also, utilizing a hydrant cap with a 
pin hole allows the inspector to inspect the hydrants without releasing 
large amounts of water.  This method of inspection has been successful 
with other municipalities. 

 
 This recommendation is being researched by City staff and will likely be 

implemented. 
 
Finding 4: Information on the Lemoore City fire hydrant status is not readily 

available to other entities besides Lemoore Public Works/Planning 
Services. 

 
 The City of Lemoore agrees/disagrees with this finding. 
 
Recommendation 4: The Lemoore Public Works/Planning Services should report to the 

Lemoore City Council and the Lemoore volunteer Fire Department the 
hydrant inspection data on a quarterly basis. 

 
 This recommendation is being implemented and the current fire hydrant 

information will be shared with Kings County Fire as well as the 
coordinator of the Kings County Emergency Response Plan. 

 
Finding 5: Kings County Fire Department has several stations manned by one 

firefighter, which could lead to dangerous situations.  The firefighter 
cannot drive and read the engine map book for directions or hydrant 
location.  Once on scene, the firefighter cannot make an interior rescue or 
fire attack alone.  He is forced to wait for the next additional firefighter to 
arrive.  A Kings County firefighter was injured while maintaining 
equipment at a one-man station and was unable to receive first aid in a 
timely manner. 

 
 This finding is not applicable to the City of Lemoore. 
 
Recommendation 5: All stations should be manned by at least two firefighters. 
 
 This recommendation is not applicable to the City of Lemoore. 
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July 31, 2015 
 
 
 
Honorable Thomas DeSantos 
Kings County Superior Court 
1426 South Drive 
Hanford, CA 93230 
 
Dear Judge DeSantos: 
 
The City of Lemoore has received the Grand Jury Report titled “City of Lemoore Fire 
Hydrants.”  As requested, we are providing the following comments to the recommendations 
contained in the report. 
 
Finding 1: 
The Grand Jury found, according to fire personnel on the scene, the delay in water supply did 
not affect the outcome of the fire. 
 
Recommendation 1: 
None. 
 
Lemoore Fire Chief Comments: 
None. 
 
Finding 2: 
The Grand Jury found the hydrant information is listed on a white board only in the garage of 
Lemoore Volunteer Fire Department’s Station 1.  Adjustments are being made to correct this 
problem. 
 
Recommendation 2: 
Pertinent hydrant information should also be recorded on the electronic tablets carried on 
each engine.  This information should be recorded at Lemoore Stations 1 and 2 as well as 
Kings County Stations 5 and 7.  Hanford/Lemoore Dispatch and Kings County Fire Dispatch 
should relay hydrant information to responding engines.  Each Kings County Station should 
confirm hydrant information at the morning roll call with dispatch or as soon as possible. 



Lemoore Fire Chief Comments: 
This Lemoore Fire Department agrees and is in the process of implementing communication 
policies. 
 
Finding 3: 
The Grand Jury found hydrant flushing and inspection has waned due to drought conditions. 
 
Recommendation 3: 
If hydrants are unable to be inspected without releasing large amounts of water, the City of 
Lemoore should look into ways of recycling the water released from the hydrants.  Also, 
utilizing a hydrant cap with a pin hole allows the inspector to inspect the hydrants without 
releasing large amounts of water.  This method of inspection has been successful with other 
municipalities. 
 
Lemoore Fire Chief Comments: 
The Lemoore Fire Department agrees and recommend implementing the use of a garden hose 
adaptor.  Water can be flushed onto a nearby lawn or landscape area.   
 
Finding 4: 
The Grand Jury found information on the Lemoore City fire hydrant status (that) is not 
readily available to other entities besides Lemoore Public Works/Planning Services. 
 
Recommendation 4: 
The Lemoore Public Works/Planning Services should report to the Lemoore City Council 
and the Volunteer Fire Department the hydrant inspection data on a quarterly basis. 
 
Lemoore Fire Chief Comments: 
The Lemoore Fire Department agrees with the finding. 
 
Finding 5: 
The Grand Jury found the Kings County Fire Department has several stations manned by one 
firefighter, which could lead to dangerous situations.  The firefighter cannot drive and read 
the engine map book for directions or hydrant location.  Once on scene, the firefighter cannot 
make an interior rescue or fire attack alone.  He is forced to wait for the next additional 
firefighter to arrive.  A Kings County firefighter was injured while maintaining equipment at 
a one-man station and was unable to receive first aid in a timely manner. 
 
Recommendation 4: 
All stations should be manned by at least two firefighters 
 
Lemoore Fire Chief Comments: 
The Lemoore Fire Department agrees with the finding. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
John Gibson 
Fire Chief 














