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Staff Report 

 ITEM NO. 4-5 
To: Lemoore City Council  

From: David Wlaschin, Public Works/Planning Director  

Date: January 15, 2015 Meeting Date: January 20, 2015 

Subject: Chain Link Fence with Barbed Wire at Lemoore Cemetery 

 
Discussion: 
 
The City Manager and myself met with the Lemoore Cemetery District Board on Tuesday, 
January 13, 2015 to discuss alternatives to the chain link fence recently installed with my 
permission at the west end of the cemetery property.  The Cemetery District has 
experienced an increase in trespassing and vandalism of cemetery property, partially due 
to the failure of adjoining fences on the west side of the cemetery.  
 
The Cemetery District Manager contacted me prior to installing the 7ft. chain link fence 
and I authorized it without requiring a building permit, because Section 105.2 of the 2013 
California Building Code (Exhibit A) modified the requirement to exempt “fences not over 
7ft. high”.   At the time, the City’s zoning code had also been revised and was awaiting 
codification.  The information available at that time did not lead me to believe that the 7 ft. 
fence was non-conforming.   A 7ft. chain link fence was then installed by the Cemetery 
District with three 3 strands of barbed wire at a 45 degree angle toward the cemetery 
property with the intent to plant jasmine or similar vine along the fence line.   
 
Soon after the fence was installed, an adjacent property owner expressed concern about 
the fence by sending a letter (Exhibit B) to the Planning Commission and the Cemetery 
Board. The Planning Commission discussed the concerns during the “Commissioners 
Request for Information” portion of a regular meeting held November 10, 2015.  The 
Planning Commissioner then sent a response letter (Exhibit C) to the property owner. The 
Cemetery District also responded by resetting the barbed wire to a 90 degree angle so 
that it would be less visible to the adjoining property owners, with the intent to further 
accommodate residents by planting vines that would detract visibility of the chain link 
completely.   
 
The adjacent property owner is not satisfied with the change and sent a letter (Exhibit D) 
to the City Council requesting the fence be lowered to a maximum of 6ft. and the barbed 
wire removed.  Attached as Exhibit E, are the invoices paid by the Cemetery District thus 
far to install the existing fence and reposition the barbed wire to accommodate residents.  
A quote to lower the fence height and add conventional 45 degree barbed wire is also 
attached as Exhibit F.   
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The options available today are: 
 

1. Remove barbed wire and issue building permit for existing 7ft. fence 
2. Remove barbed wire and 7ft. chain link material. Replace with 6ft. chain link fence 

 
Budget Impact: 
 
A maximum of $10,400 from the General Fund 

1. Removal of barbed wire $1,850 
2. Lower fence height to 6ft. $8,550 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the City Council provide staff with direction. 
 
 






























