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Staff Report 

 ITEM SS-2 
To: Lemoore City Council  

From: Judy Holwell, Project Manager  

Date: June 26, 2015 Meeting Date: July 7, 2015 

Subject: 
 

Bush Street Infrastructure at Highway 41 – Draft Concept 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Previously, to accommodate full buildout on the West Side, up to eight lanes were 
proposed for Bush Street under Highway 41.  That design was proposed prior to the 
downturned economy, and prior to Council abandoning Bush Street west of Marsh Drive.  
That abandonment eliminated all development west of Marsh Drive, including 233 
housing units that had been approved as part of the Victory Village project.  As you know, 
staff has been working with Caltrans to improve the Bush Street undercrossing, and I am 
pleased to share with you the attached draft concept from Caltrans for a Diverging 
Diamond Interchange (DDI).   
 
The CrisCom Company was very instrumental in setting up a meeting with Caltrans 
District 6 Director, Sharri Bender Ehlert, and her staff.  Caltrans listened to our concerns 
about the Bush Street undercrossing and future development at Hanford-Armona Road.  
During the meeting, Director Bender Ehlert suggested the new concept.  The DDI has 
been constructed in many other states throughout the US.  However, as of yet, none have 
been constructed in California.  Attached is a map which shows DDI locations and 
information on the DDI being an award-winning innovation.  Additionally, the U.S. 
Department of Transportation produced a video of a DDI which can be viewed at the 
following link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLAwwl3EtN4 
 
A follow up conference call with Caltrans led to the question as to whether or not this type 
of design could even work at our location, so Caltrans staff agreed to prepare a sort of 
“back of the napkin” draft design.  The design is not based on any traffic volumes, but it 
shows how the configuration might work.  This concept may decrease the cost of traffic 
improvements on the West Side, because the movement of vehicles through the 
underpass is quicker, and therefore can accommodate greater traffic volumes with less 
lanes.  The movement is also safer, which is an added benefit. 
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We wanted to bring this item to you as soon as possible to share the design with you and 
also to gauge your interest in moving forward with the next step, which has a cost 
involved.  Before going any further, a traffic study is required and will likely cost $10,000 
to $20,000.  It will be the first step in what will eventually need to be done, which is a 
Project Study Report (PSR), costing $150,000 or more.   
 
It is the City’s policy that development pays for itself.  However, until we know the extent 
of the improvements needed on the West Side, we will not know the costs.  Currently, our 
West Side traffic impact fees are based on the 2010 West Side Streets & Thoroughfares 
Impact Fee Study prepared by Colgan Consulting.  The traffic impact fee for Regional 
Commercial property is $113,693 per acre.  This fee includes traffic infrastructure for the 
entire West Side at full buildout.  Staff is looking at ways to reduce these fees so that 
development will be more inclined to locate here, especially retail development, which will 
increase revenue to the City’s General Fund.  We believe that the DDI may make a large 
enough difference in the infrastructure costs that the traffic impact fees may be 
significantly lower than our recently adopted Impact Fee Schedule. 
 
Council has chosen to invest in retail attraction and having sites that are shovel ready is 
paramount to landing a project.  The more we do ahead of time, such as having studies 
complete and knowing how much fees cost, the better it will be for future development. 
 
Since our fee schedule is based on a pricier model, Council may want to spend a little 
money up front and proceed with a traffic study.  If Council agrees, staff will return with a 
proposal for your review and approval at an upcoming meeting, which will include the cost 
of the study.  Any amount expended on studies can be included in the West Side traffic 
impact fees, which will be reimbursed over time when developers pay those fees.  
Additionally, the traffic study is needed in order to determine whether the DDI will work at 
that location. 
 
Budget Impact 
None at this time. 
 
Recommendation 
Council should direct staff to bring back a proposal for a traffic study for Bush Street at 
Highway 41.     





 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 




