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Staff Report 

 ITEM NO. 2-2 
To: Lemoore City Council  

From: Joel Joyner, City Engineer  

Date: August 18, 2015 Meeting Date: September 1, 2015 

Subject: 
 

San Joaquin Valley Railroad Construction and Maintenance Agreement 
– 19 ½ Avenue Crossing 

 
Proposed Motion: 
Approve the New Public Highway At-Grade Crossing Agreement with the Union Pacific 
Railroad for the expanded crossing at 19 ½ Avenue and authorize the City Manager to 
sign agreement. 
 
Subject/Discussion: 
On January 6, 2015, City Council approved an agreement between The San Joaquin 
Valley Railroad (SJVRR) and the City of Lemoore for the construction of the 
improvements within the railroad right of way.  Upon submittal of the agreement to 
Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR), it was later determined by both companies that the 
agreement should include both SJVRR and UPRR. 
 
Over the last few months, both companies have been negotiating, and it was agreed 
upon that the final agreement would be prepared by UPRR, naming both railroads.    
 
The Grove apartment project on 19½ Avenue requires expanding access for 
pedestrians across the railroad tracks.  City staff secured funding through the 
Congestion Mitigation, and Air Quality (CMAQ) program to construct sidewalk along the 
west side of 19½ Avenue between Bush Street and Cinnamon Drive.   In order for the 
sidewalk to cross the railroad tracks, SJVRR and UPRR requires a New Public Highway 
At-Grade Crossing Agreement. 
 
Making improvements with the railroad’s right of way often triggers mandatory upgrades 
to the existing warning devices.  This project, in addition to adding 8 feet of additional 
concrete crossing surface, will also upgrade the railroad crossing signal at this location. 
The City Attorney has reviewed the New Public Highway At-Grade Crossing Agreement. 
 
Financial Consideration(s): 
The cost of construction and engineering of the expanded railroad crossing included in 
the contract will be $164,533.  CMAQ funding and the local match provided by The 
Grove apartments will cover the construction expenses with no out of pocket cost to the 
City.  There will be a onetime payment of $2,500 paid by the City to UPRR for the 
agreement. 
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Alternatives or Pros/Cons: 
Pros: 

 Moves the sidewalk project forward for completion. 
 Partnership with The Grove reduces the City’s financial contribution to the 

project. 
 
Cons: 

 None noted. 
 
Commission/Board Recommendation: 
Not Applicable. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the City Council approve the New Public Highway At-Grade 
Crossing Agreement with the Union Pacific Railroad for the expanded crossing at 19½ 
Avenue and authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement. 
 
 
 
 
       
Attachments:  Review: Date:
   Resolution      Finance 8/25/15 
   Ordinance      City Attorney 8/27/15 
   Map      City Manager  
   Other Public Highway At-Grade 

Crossing Improvement 
Agreement 

    City Clerk 8/28/15 

 










































































