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Parks and Recreation Commission

Tuesday, March 13, 2012
7:00 p.m. - Council Chambers - 429 ‘C’ Street

Regular Session
Call to Order
Public Comment and Inquiries
Minutes — Wednesday, February 15, 2012

Action:
Palm Trees at Heritage Park / City Park — Ray Greenlee
Mission Statement

Discussion:
CPRS Conference in Long Beach — Joe Simonson
Indoor Soccer Grand Opening - Sheila Taylor

Updates:
Commissioners Update on Assigned Parks
Upcoming Recreation Events

Commissioners Request for Information

Adjourn

Parks & Recreation
Department

Located at: 435 “C” St.

Mail to:

119 Fox Street

Lemoore, CA 93245

Phone
FAX

(559) 924-6767
(559) 924-6772

Notice of ADA Compliance: If you or anyone in your party needs reasonable accommodation to attend, or participate in any Parks &
Recreation Commission Meeting, please contact the Human Resources Office at City Hall 24 hours prior to the meeting. They may
be reached by calling 924-6700 or by mail to 119 Fox Street, Lemoore, CA 93245

Any writing or documents provided to a majority of the Parks and Recreation Commissioners regarding any item on this agenda will
be made available for public inspection at the City Clerks Counter at City Hall located at 119 Fox Street, Lemoore, CA during normal

business hours. In addition, such documents will be posted on the City’s website at www.lemoore.com

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING

I, Sheila Taylor, Parks & Recreation Department Secretary of the City of Lemoore, do hereby declare that the foregoing agenda for the
Lemoore Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting of Tuesday, March 13, 2012 was posted on the outside bulletin board located at City Hall,
119 Fox Street on Friday, March 9, 2012 at 11:00am.

Sheila Taylor, Secretary



Lemoore Parks & Recreation Commission
Tuesday, January 10, 2012
6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers
Study Session
MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Yaeger called the Study Session to order at 6:06 pm.

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:
Commissioners: Yaeger, Lehn, McGhuey, Escalera, Smith, Wilderson and Director Simonson and
Secretary Taylor

DISCUSSION:
The Commissioners came up with ideas on Mission Statements and goals for 2012.

ADJOURN TO REGULAR SESSION:
Commissioner Yaeger called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm.

DISCUSSION:

Commission Yaeger was concerned about the Community Gardens and it was decided to publicize
the gardens more.

How to utilize the remaining space at the CMC was discussed.

UPDATES:
Commissioners were updated on the Long Beach CPRS Conference, the Disk Golf Course and The
Recreation Surveys.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:
Commissioner Yaeger asked that the Commissioners be ready to report on their assigned parks each
month.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm

A full audio recording is available on request.



Mayor
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Mayor Pro Tem Fleet Division
John Plourde 711 W. Cinnamon Drive
Council Members Lemoore ¢+ CA 93245
\{Jo?;]n ?ﬂordon I_ E M O O R E Phone ¢ (559) 924-6739
ohn Murray "
Willam Siegol CALIFORNIA FAX + (559) 924-6708
To: Joe Simonson, Parks & Recreation Director
From: Ray Greenlee, Maintenance & Fleet Superintendent
Date: March 7, 2012
Subject: Tree Removal from Heritage and City Parks
Discussion:

The Maintenance Division is tasked with maintaining all City Parks. There have been numerous
ongoing and escalating problems occurring due to the palm trees located at Heritage Park (located on
East Hanford-Armona Road) and City Park (located at the corner of Fox and Bush Streets). Staff has
discussed and researched trimming and / or removing the palm trees at Heritage and City Parks and
replacing them with trees recommended by a certified arborist.

Over the years, the department has been able to trim the palm trees at the Parks with ladders or a bucket
truck. The tree height now requires staff to hire a company to trim the palm trees at an approximate
cost of $15,000 - $20,000 per year at Heritage Park and $5,000 — 8,500 per year at City Park. Palm
fronds are an ongoing hazard to both the public and staff. A windy day creates opportunity for personal
and property damage to citizens and necessitates a quick response by staff to cleanup the debris to
prevent a hazardous situation. Staff also notes that a large number of bats and wasp nest are located
within the trees.

Maintaining the irrigation system due to breakage from the palm tree roots and gophers has been
extremely problematic causing unnecessary expense to the Maintenance Division budget.  Gophers
are attracted to palm tree roots and follow pve irrigation pipes. Additionally animals such as rabbits,
mice, and rats like to gnaw on palm tree roots and trunks. http://www.wilkenspalms.com/care.htm

After much research staff believes to remove the palm trees and replant with trees recommended by a
certified arborist would be better use of the limited funds the City has. The trees would be properly
spaced, provide shade for park use, create an inviting atmosphere and a less hazardous condition on a
windy day.

Budget Impact:

The yearly budget impact to keep the trees and trim them at Heritage Park is $15,000 to 20,000 per year
and at City Park the cost is $5,000 — 8,500 per year. A one time cost to remove the trees, grind
stumps, remove the debris and replant new trees would be $50,000 to $70,000 at Heritage Park;
$21,000 — 28,000 at City Park and includes cost for replacement trees. A third option staff is exploring
is to seek a company to take the trees for reuse. Cost would be lowered to include purchase of new
trees and removal (if any) of remaining palm trees.

Recommendation:

This information be presented to the Parks and Recreation Commission members to decide to either
trim the trees or to remove the trees, then forward their recommendation to the City Council for a
decision regarding the palm trees located at Heritage and City Parks.

“In God We Trust”
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