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STAFF REPORT Item # 7
To: Planning Commission
From: Holly Smyth, Planning Director and Gloria Hobbs, Assistant Planner
Review Date: March 14, 2011
Subject: Discussion Regarding Sign Ordinance Modifications

Background:

On March 1st, City Council reviewed and discussed areas of the sign ordinance that they wanted to be
further researched as to their current appropriateness.  Council reviewed a staff report which provided
an overview of sign ordinance modifications which had been made by the City over the prior six years
(which is available at http://www.lemoore.com/agendas/2011/mar1/data/3_1_11_ss_item_3.pdf).  A
copy has been attached for Commission’s review.  A Draft Downtown Form Based Code was also
previously provided to Commissioners from PMC consultants at the August 23, 2010 Zoning
Workshop #3 based on the clicker technology and public input by 25 persons and included downtown
signage provisions which can be viewed at the following link
http://www.lemoore.com/planning/agendas/2010/aug23/data/8_23_10_pc_item_5_2.pdf

After staff discussion, Council directed the Commission to more specifically address / research / make
recommendations on LED illuminated signs, sandwich signs, flag type signage, “Temporary
Signage” in general, and any other areas the Commission feels should be researched
regarding signage as well as the simplification of the format of the ordinance.  Since, the Zoning
Ordinance consultant is in the middle of completing a draft Zoning Code, which will include simplified
format, staff would suggest addressing the underlying sign policy questions as they relate to
what signs should be allowed, there location to maintain safety, frequency of use, maximum
number of signs in an area, etc. so that the policy framework can be given to the consultant and
incorporated into the Draft Zoning Code document (anticipated to be in April).

The Council report identified 3 General Plan policies related to signage as well as referred Council to
the purpose of the entire sign ordinance which according to Chapter 14 of the Zoning Code, is “to
protect the general health, safety, welfare and aesthetic integrity of the community; to enhance the
aesthetic environment and the city’s ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to
encourage individuality amongst businesses through signage; to improve pedestrian and traffic safety;
to minimize the possible adverse effect of unsightly, inharmonious and hazardous signs on nearby
public and private property; and to provide for the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign
regulations”.  Therefore, any potential sign policy needs to be in conformity with the overall
policies of General Plan and Zoning Purpose unless amendments to these sections are
suggested to Council after public hearings.

Pictures of banners, sandwich signs, and flag type stick signs, are attached below for review and
discussion during the meeting.



Based on Council’s direction staff recommends that Planning Commission familiarize itself with
Section 9-14 of the Lemoore Municipal Code (this is part of the Zoning Ordinance available at
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/index.php?book_id=544 ), as well as pages 3-5 to 3-7 and
3-11 to 3-13 of the Lemoore 2030 General Plan Chapter 3: Community Design Element and be ready
to discuss the 4 sign types listed above as well as any other signage area Commission would like to
discuss.

Recommendation:

After reviewing and discussing various sign types in the City’s current code, staff is requesting
Planning Commission, by motion, give direction as to what adjustments they believe are needed to be
incorporated into the Sign Ordinance so that staff can prepare any required documents and any
applicable public outreach, noticing, and hearings.



Section 9-14-3-3-F prohibits “A flashing, moving,
reflecting or other type of sign with similar effects
obtained by varying the intensity, color, patter or
illumination, not including barber polls of maximum 18”
height, and time or temperature signs.”:
Section 9-14-3-3K prohibits “Video screens and
streaming video display” in CC zone districts.

Section 9-14-4-4-I allows portable and sandwich A-
Frame signs 4’ tall with up to 8 square feet
signage…so long as they are done in a professional
looking manner and uniqueness and individuality
encouraged use of poster board or cardboard is not
acceptable..” for unlimited amount of time so long as
they are “placed immediately adjacent to the building
and removed when business is closed.”.  If multiple
businesses have a common entrance, only one sign
shall be permitted at the door entrance.

Section 9-14-3-3-H prohibits all “stick signs”
which are defined as an “advertising sign
mounted to a stick or metal frame that can
be easily stuck into the ground”.

Section 9-14-4-4-D allows grand opening or sale signs, not to exceed one sign
per street frontage based on 1 square foot signage for each foot of lineal
frontage not exceeding 100 square feet and made of a durable material (usually
a canvas banner, but not paper or cardboard).  Time limit is 12 days up, 30
days down in CC zone districts.



Section 9-14-3-3-H currently prohibits all “stick signs” like this
one which are defined as an “advertising sign mounted to a
stick or metal frame that can be easily stuck into the ground”.

Section 9-14-4-4-I
would not allow
portable and sandwich
A-Frame sign in
location away from the
building.


