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Subiaet: Administrative Hearing for Sign application by Sara Vandenberg for
ject: Family Dollar at 1148 N. Lemoore Avenue

Discussion:

On May 15, 2012, Family Dollar submitted an application requesting to have one (1) channel letter
illuminated wall sign which includes a logo medallion in the center of the sign, at 1148 N. Lemoore
Avenue, formerly Lemoore Pioneer Square Shopping Center and now called Gateway Plaza. The
wall sign structure is proposed to be 4’ x 30’-6” with a 5'-6” x 5'-6” logo (approximatey 153 square
feet) as shown on the attached Exhibit A as submitted. The conceptual location of the proposed
wall sign is shown on Exhibit B. The applicant is also requesting a 1' x 5' projecting sign under
the canopy area and a 1'-11 %" x 7' flat face sign in the new freestanding sign. (Exhibits A-1 and
A-2)

Section 9-14-4-4-01 of the Sign Ordinance discusses wall signs and specifications allowed in the
CC (Central Commercial) zone district. This code section currently allows for 2 square feet for
each linear foot of primary building frontage facing public street. Total cumulative sign area for an
individual business, shall not exceed two hundred (200) square feet. The area of an individual
sign shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet, except for highway oriented signs. However
the sign must be in scale and designed in harmony with the building to which it is attached, which

may reduce the sign size.

Section 9-14-3-1H states that signs shall be designed in scale (generally no more than 10 percent
of front vertical building facade) and in harmony with the architectural design of the sites, buildings,
or structures on which they are located or to which they are attached. The height of the building is
27’ and based on this section the height of the sign may be 2'-7” which can be generally rounded
to 3’ as the language does give some administrative flexbility to staff.

However, the proposed wall sign structure is 4’ in height which would be 1'-0" taller and the logo is
5-6" x 5-6” which is 2’-6” taller than allowed under standards of the zoning code. The overall
square footage of the proposed sign is approximately 53 square feet larger than normally allowed
for an individual sign which is set at 100 square feet per business.

Section 9-14-5-5 of the Sign Ordinance allows an applicant to submit a request for an
administrative hearing for a particular sign or site if the strict enforcement of the sign regulations
results is something inconsistent with the purposes of the Sign Ordinance. The purpose of the
entire sign ordinance is “to protect the general health, safety, welfare and aesthetic integrity of the
community; to enhance the aesthetic environment and the city’s ability to attract sources of
economic development and growth; to encourage individuality amongst businesses through
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signage; to improve pedestrian and traffic safety; to minimize the possible adverse effect of
unsightly, inharmonious and hazardous signs on nearby public and private property; and to provide
for the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations”.

According to the applicant, the area where the sign is to be installed is quite large and a bigger
sign to provide them with the best visibility and will look proportionate to the building. As part of
this application procedure, property owners within 300" of the proposed site were notified of the
request being made by mail with the time, date, and location of the administrative hearing included
as required by the City’s Zoning Ordinance.

The site area is currently zoned CC (Central Commercial). In February 2011, In-Shape requested
modification to their sign at 1140 N. Lemoore Avenue, which is the building directly south of the
proposed area as shown on Exhibit C. The building frontage for In-Shape is 141 feet total.
Regulations allow 100 square feet for one sign. The In-Shape sign was approved at 3'-10" x 22'-6’
(86.18 sq. ft.) and the logo at 5-4” x 5-8” (29.31 q. ft.) with the total cumulative signage of 115.5
square feet which was approved at 15.5 square feet more than allowed and 2’-4" more than
allowed for the height of the sign. The building frontage for the proposed sign is 233.6 square feet
which allows 200 square of total signage of which only 100 square is allowed for an individual sign.

The request to allow the 4’ x 30’-6" wall sign and 5'-68” x 5'-6” logo, was reviewed based on Sign
Regulations and the existing signage at Gateway Plaza formerly Pioneer Square. In order to
minimize the possible adverse effect of unsightly, inharmonious and hazardous signs on nearby
public and private property; and to provide for the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign
regulations, the Family Dollar channel letter wall sign is approved as submitted and shown on the
attached Exhibits A and B which is approximately 53 square feet over the allowed square footage
for an individual sign in this zone district.

The proposed projecting sign and flat face sign are in conformance with the sign ordinance so long
as the conditions for the projecting sign are met. The additional signage is part of the 200 square
foot cumulative total signage allowed, therefore with the approval of the 153 square foot wall sign
and 5 square feet for projecting sign there is approximately 42 square feet of cumulative signage
left for this business for other types of signage.

Recommendation:

Staff needs to conduct the administrative hearing, to present the applicant’s request, take written or
verbal testimony on the proposal, and make a final determination after weighing any concerns from
the adjacent neighbors.

Staff recommends the approval of the attached redline Exhibit A allowing a 4' x 30’-6" illuminated
channel letter wall sign with a 5’-6” x 5'-6" logo with conceptual location as shown in Exhibit B, and
a 1’x 5’ projecting sign and 1'x 11’ 34" flat face sign in freestanding sign structure with the following
conditions: (shown in attachment A-1 and A-2)

1. Any additional signage not approved with this application will need to be submitted for
review and approval along with the applicable fee, to this department before being installed.

2. The illuminated channel letter wall sign shall be placed in line with the In-Shape sign to its
south.

3. The 1' — 11 34" flat face sign is approved in the freestanding sign location as per Exhibit A-2.
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The 1" x 5’ Projecting Sign is approved as per attached Exhibit A-1 and must meet the
following:

a) The projecting sign shall either be located at right angles to the building front along the
building facade, or, when located on the corner of a building, at a forty-five degree angle
to the corner of the building.

b) The lowest point of a blade or bracket sign shall be a minimum of six feet eight inches
(6'-8”) above grade.

c) The sign may project a maximum of five and a half feet (5 %) from the building.

d) The sign shall be suspended with a clear space of at least six inches (6") between the
sigh and the building.

e) Projecting sign shall be spaced to maximize the visibility of signage.

Building Department must be contacted at (559) 924-6730 prior to the installation of any
signs to obtain any necessary building permits. The installation of all signs shall be per City
standards and as per building codes. The Building Department is located at 711 Cinnamon
Drive in Lemoore

The Business License Department must be contacted at (559) 924-6710 for any necessary
business licenses prior to the installation of any signs. The Business License Department
is located at 119 Fox Street.

Signs and sign structures shall be constructed, operated and maintained in such a manner
as to comply with all applicable Federal, State and Local statutes, ordinances and
regulations. Every sign and all its associated parts, portions and materials shall be kept
neatly painted, clean and free of rust and corrosion, as determined by the City. Any
missing copy, malfunctioning light, crack, tearing, fading, broken surface or other not
maintained, deteriorated or damaged portion of a sign shall be repaired or replaced within
thirty (30) days following notification from the City.
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