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Subject: Discussion – Water Conservation and Landscape Requirements  

 
 
Lemoore Landscape and Irrigation Zoning Ordinance Review 
 
At their April 11, 2014, meeting, the Lemoore City Council adopted a tiered water 
conservation plan in response to the on-going drought facing Lemoore and the entire 
Central Valley.  The intent was to enact more stringent water conservation requirements 
on water users.  An excerpt of the ordinance that the Council adopted is provided at the 
end of this report.  It quotes the 3 levels of conservation measures that the Council 
could apply.  When they adopted the ordinance the Council applied the Level I 
conservation measures. 
 
There has been additional discussion at Council and at City staff levels about additional 
ways to conserve water used for landscaping.  Quad Knopf’s landscape architect 
reviewed the City’s landscape standards in the Zoning Ordinance and has 
recommended a number of changes to the Zoning Ordinance that could be adopted as 
further ways conserve water.  In general, these proposed changes would reduce or 
eliminate certain landscaping requirements, mostly on new construction projects.  The 
negative effect of the changes is that the landscaping provided would be of lesser 
quantity that currently required, thereby somewhat lowering the aesthetics of the new 
projects.   
 
These recommendations are being brought to the Planning Commission as a study 
session item.  Staff requests that the Commission discuss the recommendations and 
then direct staff on which recommendations to formally bring back as a public hearing 
item to discuss formally as a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.  The changes 
would not take effect until both the Planning Commission and the City Council hold 
public hearings to discuss the proposed changes. 
 
 
 
 



“In God We Trust” 

The following are sections from the Zoning Ordinance, followed by recommendations for 
modification.  The Planning Commission can give direction on which changes they 
would like to direct staff to pursue further. 
 
 
9.5D1-2.A.2:  Unused Areas: All areas of a project site not intended for a specific use or 
purpose in conjunction with a current application, including pad sites being held for 
future development, shall be landscaped in compliance with this article. 
 
Recommendation:  Eliminate this requirement entirely, or only require low growing 
ground cover, like Cotoneaster, with drip irrigation. 
 
 
9.5D1-2.B.2:  As appropriate, building and site design shall include the use of pots, 
vases, wall planters, and/or raised planters, as well as flowering vines, both on walls 
and on arbors. 
 
Recommendation:  Eliminate this requirement.  Pots and raised planters are heavy 
water users.  The property owner could still use them if they wish, but it would not be a 
requirement. 
 
 

9.5D1-2.C.1:  Planting Layout and Plant Diversity: Plant selection shall vary in type and 
planting pattern. Informal planting patterns are preferred over uniform and entirely 
symmetrical planting patterns. Use of deciduous flowering trees and shrubs and colorful 
plantings is encouraged in conjunction with evergreen species. Groupings of shrubs 
shall contain multiple plant types, interspersed with varying heights and blooming 
seasons for year round interest. 

Recommendation:  Eliminate.  Colorful plantings are heavy water users. The property 
owner could still use them if they wish, but it would not be a requirement. 
 
 

9.5D1-2.C.4:  Turf Limitations for Residential Uses:  High water use turf grasses and 
other similar plantings shall only be utilized in high use areas with high visibility or 
functional needs and shall be limited to twenty five percent (25%) of all irrigated, 
landscape areas. The designated approving authority may grant an exception to this 
limitation when only drought tolerant turf grasses are used. 

Recommendation: Change.  This requirement is difficult to enforce.  Most new homes 
put in more than 25% turf. Note: High water use turf = Fescue; Low/Drought tolerant = 
Bermuda grass.  Additionally, the use of fescue was specifically discussed by the 
Council as something that maybe the City should prohibit.  If this were to be considered, 
City staff would recommend that the prohibition on planting of fescue only apply to new 
construction (residential and commercial.)  It would be too difficult to enforce the 
prohibition of fescue on individuals after they move into their home. 
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9.5D1-2.D.1:  Trees: The minimum planting size for trees shall be fifteen (15) gallon, 
with twenty five percent (25%) of all trees on a project site planted at a minimum twenty 
four inch (24") box size. For commercial, office, community/civic, and industrial 
development, tree spacing within perimeter planters along streets and abutting 
residential property shall be planted no farther apart on center than the mature diameter 
of the proposed species. Minimum planter widths shall be five feet (5'). 
 
Recommendation:  Change parkway trees minimum requirement to 15 gallon size. 
Change the 25% of trees at 25” box tree size requirement to be a requirement for 
commercial and office uses only. 
 
 

9.5D1-2.D.2:  Shrubs: Shrub planting shall be a minimum five (5) gallon size, with a 
fifteen (15) gallon minimum size required where an immediate landscape screen is 
conditioned by the designated approving authority (e.g., screening of headlights from 
drive-through aisles). The minimum planter width for planters with only shrubs (no trees) 
is four feet (4'). 

Recommendation:  Change all shrub size requirements to by 5 gallon size. 
 
 
9.5D1-2.D.4:  Vines: Vines are normally planted to provide landscaping screening of a 
wall or as part of a trellis to screen other site improvements that require screening. 
Where provided, vines shall be planted every five feet (5') on center in a planter with a 
minimum width of two feet (2'). 
 
Recommendation:  Increase minimum spacing from 5 feet to 15 feet.  This requires less 
water, and will still provide adequate coverage of the wall. 
 
 

9.5D1-2.E.1.a.1:  Street Trees: Street trees shall be provided a minimum of every thirty 
feet (30') on center. Tree species shall be approved by the city as part of the 
improvement plan review process and shall be selected from a city approved tree list. 
Trees shall be planted ten feet (10') away from alleys, driveways, fire hydrants, water 
lines, and sewer lines and five feet (5') from gas, electrical, telephone, cable television, 
and adjoining property lines. They shall also be planted a minimum of twenty feet (20') 
from city streetlights. Ultimate planting locations shall be subject to city review and 
approval based upon field conditions. 

Recommendation:  Change first sentence to require 30’ on center when not in front of 
houses, and one per house when fronting a house.  This will still provide adequate 
coverage of street trees along the street.  It is also more consistent will what is actually 
occurring in most new subdivisions. 
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9.5D1-2.E.5:  Project Entry Landscaping: Entries to multi-tenant projects (both 
residential and nonresidential) shall be designed as a special statement reflective of the 
character and scale of the project to establish identity for tenants, visitors, and patrons. 
Flowering accent plantings and specimen trees shall be used to reinforce the entry 
statement. 
 
Recommendation:  Eliminate.  This would still be allowed, but not required. 
 
 

9.5D1-2.E.6.e.2:  Trees shall be planted throughout the parking area at a minimum ratio 
of one tree for each six (6) double loaded parking spaces or one tree for each three (3) 
single loaded or side loaded parking spaces. 

Recommendation:  Change tree spacing to one tree per 8 double loaded spaces and 
one tree for 4 single loaded spaces. 
 
 
9.5D1-2.F.3:  Trees shall be replaced with 15-inch box tree.  
 
Recommendation:  Change to 15 gallon size. 
 
 
9.5D1-3.A.1.f:  Check valves are required where elevation differences may cause low 
head drainage. 
 
Recommendation:  Modify code to require Check Valves on all sprinkler heads.  This is 
a new State mandated requirement. 
 
 

9.5D1-3.A.1.b:  Sprinkler heads with a precipitation rate of 0.85 inch per hour or less 
shall be used on slopes exceeding fifteen percent (15%) or on slopes exceeding ten 
percent (10%) within ten feet (10') of hardscapes to minimize runoff. 

Recommendation:  Eliminate.  Not needed if all sprinkler heads will have check valves. 
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Attachment 
 

Sections 7-7E-9, 7-7E-10, and 7-7E-11 of Lemoore Municipal Code 
 
7-7E- 9 Level I Conservation Measures. 
 
When pumping water levels drop 20% below the Baseline Measurement, the following 
restrictions shall apply: 
 
(a) The number of days for landscape watering to two days per week, depending upon the type of 
irrigation and the address. Even numbered addresses would be allowed to water on Tuesday and 
Saturday while odd numbered addresses would water on Wednesday and Sunday. No watering 
would be allowed on Monday, Thursday or Friday. Additionally, landscape watering would only 
be authorized before 10:00 a.m. and after 7:00 p.m. on designated days. Water customers that 
utilize drip irrigations are exempt from watering day restrictions. 
 
(b) Hotels, restaurants, and bars encouraged to only provide drinking water to customers 
upon request 
 
(c) No water customer shall permit water to leak on his or her premises. Such leak shall be 
repaired in a timely manner after written notification by the city, but in no case in excess 
of seventy-two (72) hours after notification. 
 
(d) Landscape watering for municipal parks to three days or less per week. 
 
7-7E-10 Level II Conservation Measures. 
 
The following restrictions shall be applicable during a high water conservation alert as declared 
by the City Council and whenever a recommendation has been made by the City Manager in 
conjunction with the Chief Plant Operator of the Water Treatment Plant based upon a significant 
reduction or interruption in water supply or delivery that necessitates increased water 
conservation efforts: 
 
(a) All prohibitions and restrictions in Level 1 (section number) shall be in effect. 
 
(b) The number of days for landscape watering to one day per week, depending upon the type of 
irrigation and the address. The City would be divided into three sections: one section would be 
all of the area on the east side of Lemoore Avenue, another section would be the area north of 
Cinnamon Drive from 19 ½ Avenue to Lemoore Avenue and the third section would be the area 
south of Cinnamon Drive from 19 ½ Avenue to Lemoore Avenue. Watering between the hours 
of 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. is still prohibited. 
 
(c) The washing of personal vehicles is restricted to once per week, only on permitted watering 
days, and only with the use of the required quick-acting positive shut off nozzle. 
 
(d) Hotels are encouraged to implement laundry conservation measures by encouraging patrons 
to reuse linens and towels. 
 
(e) Landscape watering for municipal parks is restricted to two days or less per week and 
restrictions shall be implemented on Gold Course watering. 
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7-7E-11 Level III Conservation Measures. 
 
In the event of a major earthquake, large-scale fire, or other so called “Act of Nature” which has 
or could have serious impacts on the city’s total available water storage or delivery capacity, 
whether storage capacities have been reduced or not, or in the case of an unanticipated 
significant reduction in city water supply, a severe water conservation alert shall be declared by 
the City Council. 
 
(a) All previous restrictions noted above in Level I and Level II shall be in effect. 
 
(b) Irrigation of landscapes is prohibited between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
 
(c) Landscape watering for municipal parks shall be limited to one day per week. 
 
(d) Swimming pool refilling or new construction swimming pool filling is not authorized. 
 
(e) The City shall discontinue washing city vehicles or equipment except for health, safety or 
critical maintenance reasons. 
 
(f) Restrictions on Golf Course watering shall be increased. 


