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Introduction

• What is SGMA?
• How SGMA Will Affect You
• South Fork Kings GSA Overview
• GSP Development Process
• Schedule
• How to Stay Involved
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What Is SGMA?

• Sustainable Groundwater Management Act - SGMA
• Combination of three bills passed by the State 

Legislature and signed into law in September 2014
• Provides local agencies with framework to manage 

groundwater basins in a sustainable manner
• Groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) must 

submit a plan by January 2020 and reach 
sustainability by 2040 
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How Will SGMA Affect You?

• Challenges facing the Subbasin
– Declining Water levels
– Flood Flows
– Subsidence Concerns
– Coordinating with Surrounding Subbasins
– Economic Impacts
– Cost of SGMA Implementation
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Plan Boundaries

Tulare Lake Groundwater Sub-Basin

Neighboring Basins
• Westside
• Kings
• Kaweah
• Tule
• Kern

Your GSA Collaborators
• Mid Kings
• Southwest Kings
• El Rico
• Tri-County
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South Fork Kings GSA

• Member Agencies
– City Of Lemoore
– Kings County
– Empire West Side Irrigation District
– Stratford Irrigation District
– Stratford Public Utility District
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SFKGSA ROLE

• Develop our “Chapter” of the GSP
– Local issues/concerns are addressed
– Local projects
– Local management actions
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Sustainable Groundwater

• Sustainable groundwater management is defined 
as: 
– “management of groundwater supplies in manner that 

can be maintained in planning and implementation 
phases without causing undesirable results”
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Sustainability Indicators

Sustainability Indicators
Chronic lowering of groundwater levels indicating a significant and unreasonable 
depletion of supply if continued over the planning and implementation horizon. 

Significant and unreasonable reduction of groundwater storage 

Significant and unreasonable seawater intrusion 

Significant and unreasonable degraded water quality, including the migration of 
contaminant plumes that impair water supplies 

Significant and unreasonable land subsidence that substantially interferes with 
surface land uses 

Depletions of interconnected surface water that have significant and unreasonable 
adverse impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water 
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GSP Development Process

Iterative Process
• GSP Development is not a linear process

• Continuous process

• Work toward increased sustainability, 
adaptively managing and responding to 
changes over time

Water 
Budget

Sustainable 
Criteria

Monitoring 
Network

Management 
Actions

Monitoring 
Thresholds

Undesirable 
Results 
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GSP Schedule

• GSP Preparation
– Chapters

• Plan Area
• Basin Setting 
• Sustainable Management Criteria 
• Monitoring Network 
• Projects and Management Actions

– Public Draft – 8/19 (tentative)
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How to Get Involved

• Attend/participate in GSA and Subbasin public 
outreach meetings

• Attend the SFKGSA Board Meetings
– Held the third Thursday of every other month at 5:30 

pm at City of Lemoore 
– Next Meeting is this Thursday (3/21)
– Website: southforkkings.org
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Question & Answer



Ref Department & City Manager Reports
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