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WEST HILLS
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

Serving the communities on the west side
of the San Joaquin Valley

Presentation to Lemoore City Council
December 17, 2019



Capital Investments

Who are we?
The West Hills Community College District (WHCCD) has a rich history of 
serving the educational needs of the west side of the San Joaquin Valley 
for more than 85 years.  WHCCD covers nearly 3,500 square miles.

• 2 Colleges:  West Hills College Coalinga and West Hills College Lemoore
• 1 Center:  North District Center, Firebaugh
• The Farm of the Future facility at the north end of Coalinga
• District Office located in Coalinga
• 8 child development centers throughout our communities
• Westside Institute of Technology (WIT)



Capital Investments

Who do we serve? 

• 70% of West Hills College students are first generation college 
students

• Hispanics/Latinos are the dominant race/ethnicity within the service 
area

• The proportion of service area residents without a high school 
diploma is 53.89%, far above the regional (Central Valley) 
proportion of 27.77%

• The proportion of service area population possessing a Bachelor’s 
degree is 3.36%, more than three times less than the region 
(11.32%)



Capital Investments

Who do we serve? 

• Common barriers to college retention 
and completion for our students include:
 High need for remediation (63.16%)
 Limited financial resources (majority 

of Hispanic households earn less than 
$25,000 annually)

 Hindered parental involvement
 Slightly more than 7 of 10 students 

indicated they needed to spend more 
time working

 53% could not afford the $46/unit 
tuition

 Lengthy commute times make getting 
to class a significant challenge



Capital Investments

What do we offer?

At WHCCD we are committed to the relentless pursuit of 
student success.  We recognize the barriers our students face 
and are committed to making higher education affordable and 
accessible for anyone living in the San Joaquin Valley.  Our goal 
is to provide education and training programs for students that 
sharpen skills and make them more competitive in the 
workforce.

• Our colleges focus on student success and offer tutoring and 
specialized programs to aid students in their educational 
goals

• Student clubs and activities are readily available on every 
campus

• We offer flexible class schedules during the day, evening, on 
weekends, and online



Capital Investments

West Hills College Lemoore – What do we offer?

• The average student population of WHC Lemoore is 4,500 students
• WHC Lemoore offers 40 associate degree programs and 31 certificate 

programs
• A 20,283 square foot Student Union opened in 2017 with on campus 

dining options open to the public
• An on campus and online Learning Resource Center provides free 

internet and computer access to WHC Lemoore students
• WHC Lemoore serves 10 cities, 2 counties, 2 Chambers of Commerce, 

and 7 high schools
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How are we funded?

WHCCD, like all California Community Colleges, relies heavily on a 
variety of sources for funding such as the State General Fund, student 
tuition revenue, the West Hills Community College Foundation, local 
property tax revenue, grants, and bonds.

• WHCCD’s general fund annual budget is $48 million
• WHCCD has successfully passed $93 million in bonds since 1998
• The West Hills Community College Foundation (a 501(c)3 non-

profit auxiliary organization) has raised almost $5 million over the 
last 10 years

• The Foundation annually awards scholarships valued at an 
estimated $300,000 to WHCCD students.

• Through the WHCCD grants department, the District received $9.7  
million in 2018-2019 and, to date in 2019-2020, has received $9.5 
million
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More about Economic Development

The West Hills Community College District works hard to 
broker solutions:

• Currently developing a solution to lack of broadband 
access on the Westside of the San Joaquin Valley and 
working with Internet providers to provide affordable fast 
Internet to all communities in Fresno and Kings Counties.

• Develop accelerated, intensive programs of study so 
students earn a degree or credential of living wage value 
more quickly.

• Developed work experience and apprenticeship programs, 
K-12 partnerships, and prison education. 
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What makes WHCCD stand out?

We are committed to helping our students overcome barriers.  
We create, innovate, evolve, and grow in order to meet the 
needs of our students.  This commitment has led to:

• Our innovative approach to year-round registration 
(Reg365)

• Open Education Resources and Z-Degree (no-cost 
textbooks and zero cost degree programs for students), 
saving students an estimated $133,200 each semester!
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What makes WHCCD stand out?

• Meaningful industry partnerships that positively impact students 
and our communities such as:
 Wonderful Company K-12 pathways leading to employment
 Bitwise student internship partnership
 Career Technical Education training provided to students 

within the surrounding K-12 districts via our WIT and CTE 
Connect program

• 3 Awards for Innovation in Higher Education from the 
Department of Finance totaling $5 million
 Reg365: A new way to register for classes year-round 
 Prior Learning Assessment: Allows our students to achieve 

college credit through work experience
 Internships and pathways for Computer Information Systems 

students via our Bitwise partnership
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WHCCD Building Plans

• Building plans are moving forward:
 28,000 square foot instructional facility for North District Center, 

Firebaugh
 25,000 square foot District Office facility in Coalinga – Project 

completed in December 2019!
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