Appendix A: Notice of Preparation (NOP) and
Comment Letters

NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) CITY OF
LEMOORE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
Date:

August 15, 2006

To:

Responsible Agencies, and Interested Parties and Organizations

Subject:

Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the City of
Lemoore General Plan Update

Project Title:

City of Lemoore General Plan Update

Location:

City of Lemoore, California

The City of Lemoore is preparing a General Plan Update, and has determined that an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) will be necessary pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The City of
Lemoore requests your input on how the General Plan Update may affect the environment. More
specifically, input is being solicited regarding the scope and content of environmental analysis that is
relevant to your respective agency’s statutory/regulatory responsibilities in order to ascertain potential
impacts of the proposed project.
Although specific proposals and revisions for the Lemoore General Plan Update have not yet been
determined, we are soliciting your comments. This will allow your input to be taken into consideration
during formulation of the environmental impacts of the General Plan Update to be addressed in the EIR. A
description of the proposed action, location map, and preliminary identification of the potential
environmental effects are contained in the attached materials.
If your agency is a responsible agency as defined by Section 15381 of the State CEQA Guidelines, your
agency will need to use the environmental documents prepared by the City of Lemoore when considering
your permit or other approval for the action.
Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your comments should be submitted by the earliest possible
date, but not later than 30 days after your receipt of this notice per CEQA Guidelines Section 15082(b).
Please send your written response, with the name of your agency contact person, to: Holly Smyth, Planning
Director, Planning and Community Development Department, City of Lemoore, 201 Fox Street, Lemoore,
CA 93245.
A Scoping Meeting will be conducted on Monday, August 28, 2006, 3:00 – 4:00 PM, Lemoore City
Council Chambers, 429 “C” Street, Lemoore. If you have questions regarding this NOP or the Scoping
Meeting, you can call Ms. Smyth at (559) 924-6740.

Holly Smyth, Planning Director
City of Lemoore

Date
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP)
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR)
CITY OF LEMOORE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

PROJECT TITLE
City of Lemoore General Plan Update

LEAD AGENCY NAME AND ADDRESS
Planning and Community Development Department
City of Lemoore
210 Fox Street
Lemoore, California 93245
CONTACT PERSON AND PHONE NUMBER
Holly Smyth, Planning Director
City of Lemoore
(559) 924-6740
PROJECT LOCATION AND BOUNDARIES
Location
The City of Lemoore is situated within the northern portion of Kings County, in the center
of the San Joaquin Valley. The City is located in the center of California at the junction of
California State Route 198 and State Route 41, approximately 210 miles south of San
Francisco and 200 miles north of Los Angeles. Lemoore is located near Yosemite, Sequoia,
and Kings Canyon National Parks. The regional setting is depicted in Figure 1.
The Lemoore Naval Air Station (LNAS), one of the Navy master jet bases in the United
States, is located to the west of the Planning Area. The air station has a strong influence on
the population characteristics of Lemoore. The Kings County General Plan assumes a
constant base population of 7,500 through the year 2030.
The Santa Rosa Rancheria, consisting of approximately 40 acres of land owned by the Tachi
Yokut Indians, is located to the south of the Planning Area. On the northern portion of this
land is located the Palace Indian Gaming Center.
Planning Boundaries
The Proposed Planning Area comprises a total of 21,400 acres (33.5 square miles) of both
incorporated and unincorporated land bearing relation to the City’s future growth. More
specifically, the Planning Area extends north to Hanford-Armona Road, the intersection of
State Route 198 and Medford Avenue to the east, Jackson Avenue to the south, and just west
of Marsh Drive to the west. The Planning Area has been defined with the intention of
focusing future growth on land contiguous to the City and preventing scattered development
on adjacent high quality farmlands. Being included within the Planning Area does not
necessarily mean that the City is considering annexation.
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Sphere of Influence
The City’s Sphere of Influence boundary incorporates a total of 11,100 acres (17.4 square
miles) or 52 percent of the total land located within the Planning Area. This boundary
encompasses incorporated and unincorporated territory that is envisioned to be the City’s
ultimate service area. Within the Sphere of Influence, many agricultural areas are already
zoned for residential or commercial uses because of anticipated conversion of agriculturally
zoned land to meet the city’s growth needs. Farmland of Statewide Importance comprises
approximately 6,850 acres or 56 percent of the Planning Area with this land dispersed
throughout the Planning Area. Urban and Built-Up Land, concentrated within existing City
Limits, occupies the second most significant proportion of the Planning Area, comprising
approximately 3,600 acres. Prime Farmland comprises a small portion of the Planning Area,
located to the northeast and northwest of the existing City Limits.
City Limits
The City of Lemoore’s existing City Limits encompasses approximately 6,300 acres (9.9
square miles) of incorporated land or 30 percent of the Planning Area. The existing City
Limits include residential, commercial and industrial developments as well as public
facilities, including parks, schools, and the Waste Water Treatment Plant.
PROJECT SPONSOR'S NAME AND ADDRESS
Planning and Community Development Department
City of Lemoore
210 Fox Street
Lemoore, California 93245
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT
The City of Lemoore has initiated a comprehensive update of its General Plan (excluding
the Housing Element), which is an opportunity for community members to explore longterm goals and development for the City. The State of California requires every city and
county to have a comprehensive General Plan that serves as a constitution for long-term
physical development. The Plan identifies current and future needs in areas such as land use,
housing, transportation, public services, and environmental quality.
The purpose of the project is to update the City’s existing General Plan to accommodate
development through 2030. The last comprehensive update was completed in 1992 with a
major amendment done in 1997, which added approximately 1,400 acres to the City Limits
west of Highway 41. It is intended that this General Plan update will include land use,
circulation, conservation, open space (parks and recreation), noise, and safety elements in
addition to a public utilities/facilities and community design elements. The City recently
adopted a new Housing Element in February 2004 and has received certification from HCD.
The General Plan Update will outline a comprehensive range of policies related to
Lemoore’s growth and conservation. The Update offers the Planning Commission and City
Council an opportunity to establish the City’s priorities related to growth through
development of key infill sites, cross-town connectors, neighborhoods, and activity centers.
A public participation process will provide opportunities for community input, and a
General Plan Update Advisory Committee will work with City staff and the consultant team
throughout the process. The new General Plan will serve as the framework for the City’s
Capital Improvements Program (CIP), any needed changes to zoning and other
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implementing ordinances, annual budget, and operations and maintenance activities.
The Draft General Plan resulting from the Update process will contain summary background
information, goals, and policies addressing the following topics (which may be combined or
be stand-alone elements):
•

Land Use;

•

Community design;

•

Public utilities/facilities;

•

Circulation;

•

Noise;

•

Safety;

•

Open Space (parks and recreation); and

•

Conservation.

To meet the delivery deadlines of California’s Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD), the Housing Element update was adopted ahead of the remainder of
the General Plan in 2004. The Housing Element was certified by HCD. Upon completion of
the General Plan Update the two documents will be reviewed for internal consistency.
The EIR will analyze the potential consequences of adopting the proposed General Plan. It
will discuss how General Plan policies will affect the environment, identify significant
impacts, and recommend measures to mitigate those impacts. The EIR will also consider the
environmental impacts of sketch plan alternatives developed earlier in the update process,
and identify an environmentally superior alternative. This NOP is a required publication at
the outset of the EIR process.
The EIR will provide a programmatic environmental assessment of the General Plan Update
and identify potentially significant impact issues early in the process so that appropriate
mitigation policies can be developed and incorporated into the General Plan, and result in a
“self-mitigating” document. Subsequent environmental review will be conducted for major
development projects, public works and infrastructure improvements to evaluate sitespecific issues.
A series of public hearings will allow for additional public input before City decisionmakers certify the EIR and adopt the Plan.

SURROUNDING LAND USES
The Planning Area is largely surrounded by limited and general agricultural uses.

OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES WHOSE APPROVAL IS REQUIRED
No other public agency is required to approve the Lemoore General Plan Update.
Development under the Plan, however, may require approval of State, federal and
responsible trustee agencies that may rely on this EIR for information relative to their area
of expertise and jurisdiction.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS TO BE CONSIDERED
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Preliminary topics for the EIR include:
•

Land Use;

•

Population and Housing;

•

Visual Resources;

•

Parks and Recreation;

•

Biological Resources;

•

Cultural Resources;

•

Transportation;

•

Air Quality;

•

Noise;

•

Geology and Seismicity;

•

Water Resources;

•

Hydrology and Water Quality;

•

Wastewater and Solid Waste;

•

Energy; and

•

Hazardous Materials.

In addition to the potential environmental effects listed above, the EIR will evaluate
potential cumulative effects of the proposed Lemoore General Plan Update as well as
alternatives to the proposed General Plan. The No Project alternative will evaluate the
impacts resulting from continued implementation of existing plans, policies, and regulations
which govern the City. As appropriate, other alternatives that would avoid or lessen
environmental effects related to the proposed Lemoore General Plan Update will be
discussed. Referring to General Plan policies, the draft EIR will also recommend measures
to mitigate environmental impacts.
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FIGURE 1
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